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Art Unit: 3621 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This action is responsive to amendment filed 28 November 2005 in which claims 1, 8, 14, and 19 
are amended, claims 6, 13, 18, 20, and 22 are canceled without prejudice and without disclaimer 

Status of Claims 
Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-17, 19, 21, and 23 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 28 November 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-17, 19, 21, and 23 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gold et al. (US 2002/0188704) in view of Litchman et al. (US 5,787,246) remain rejected. 

Gold et al. do disclose a computer configuration modification method/program (code)/device 
(means for) comprising: 

• receiving billing information for the modified hardware and the modified program (inherently 

included via "In step 1203, the vendor fulfillment service, having determined payment details, 
..." - paragraph [0115]) - claims 1; 

• determining whether or not the hardware configuration and program configuration contained in 

the transmitted license information match with the modified hardware and modified program 
corresponding to the received billing information ([0093]; also inherently included. The Office 
also interprets the modified hardware and program configuration corresponding to the 
received billing information is what was requested by the customer, and is the same 
information that was previously/originally registered with the vendor by the customer) - 
claims 1, 8, 14; and 

• if the hardware configuration and program configuration contained in the transmitted license 

information do not match with the modified hardware and modified program corresponding to 
the received billing information, then halting the configuration modification of the computer 
[0091, 0093, 0098: the last two sentences, 0100, 0108] - claims 1, 8, 14. 
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• wherein the hardware configuration and the program configuration of the computer are modified 

based on a license key generated by the program management system [0060-0062, 0085, 
0093, & fig. 7] - claim 19; 

• wherein the license key contains permissible hardware configuration and permissible program 

configuration [0093], and wherein the computer is configured not to modify the hardware 
configuration and the program configuration if the hardware configuration and the program 
configuration corresponding to the billing information do not match the permissible hardware 
configuration and the permissible program configuration contained in the license key [0091, 
0093, 0098: the last two sentences, 0100, 0108] - claim 19. 

Conclusion 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of record in the body of 
this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the 
teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, 
to consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to NANCY LOAN T. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7066. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
JAMES P. TRAMMELL can be reached on (571) 272-6712. For official/regular communication, the fax 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. For 
informal/draft communication, the fax number is (571) 273-7066 (rightfax). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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